1. Introduction• In the differential equation (1) let λ denote a real parameter and let p(t) (>0) and f(t) be continuous real-valued functions on 0<ίt <CΌ. Suppose that (1) is of the limit-point type, so that (1) and a linear homogeneous boundary condition (2J α<0)costf + a?'(0)sinα===0 , 0<iα<>, determine a boundary value problem with a spectrum S=S Λ on the half-line 0<I £<°°; cf. [7] . The condition (i) of (*) surely holds if, for instance, / is bounded or even bounded from below on 0£ί<c», It should be noted however that every (real) λ belongs to an S Λ for some a (depending on λ) [1] .
For other results on the continuous spectra of boundory value pro- 2 Proof of (*)• In the sequel, the index oc k will be replaced by k. It is clear from the assumptions that there exists some real value λ=λ* not belonging to S h for k=l, 2. Consequently, since f(t) can be replaced in (1) by /OO + Λ*, it can be supposed without loss of generality that λ=0 is not in either of the sets S k . Then the operators H k L , where are bounded, self-adjoint integral operators with kernels G k (s, t) on 0<Is, ί<oo; cf. for example, [2] , [7] . Furthermore,
Gi(s, ί)-G,(β, t)=cg(s)g(t)
, In view of the assumptions (ii) and (iii) of (*), it follows from the formulas relating the basis functions ρ k (λ) to the projections E k (λ) (cf., for example, [2] ) that HE^sell is an absolutely continuous function of λ for every x in the Hubert space therefore (E k (X)x, y), hence also (F k (λ)x, y) , is absolutely continuous for every pair x, y of this space. According to the above mentioned theorem of Rosenblum, it now follows that the operators H* 1 (hence also the H k ) are unitarily equivalent, and the proof of (*) is now complete.
3 Consider the special case of (1) in which /==0. It is readily seen that there are no eigenvalues for either of the boundary value problems determined by x" + λx=Q and the respective boundary conditions #(0)=0 and a?'(0)=0. (These boundary conditions correspond to a=Q, π/2 in (2 0ί ) in a somewhat more general connection, cf. [3, p. 792] 
